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Exercises1: 
	


	
 -	
Build a sculpture out of your belongs and everything in the room you are currently in. Locate the best area to 
give your new sculpture awesome light. Take a picture of your new sculpture. Making a drawing of your new 
sculpture where its entirety fits on the page. Do the same for a painting.	


	
 -	
Take a walk with a camera and journal. Stop when rest is needed. From your resting position take a photo-
graph of what is in front of you. Write the steps you've taken to get to that point of rest. Draw a map of how 
you've gotten there. 	


	
 -	
Take a walk with a camera and smartphone. Find a space to place yourself in. Give a stranger your camera 
and ask for him/her to take a photograph of you in that space. Mark the location of the photo and space on your 
smartphone using an app. Share these photographs and locations.	


	
 -	
Inside or out, locate a space. Walk ten feet - marking where each foot is placed on the ground. Go back to the be-
ginning of the ten feet, create rubbings from where each foot was marked.	


	
 -	
Make an object that connects two spaces.	

	
 -	
Make an object that connects two opposite walls.	

	
 -	
Make an object, take it on a walk and document the journey.	
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1! Scattered throughout.	
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THE REVERIES OF
THE SOLITARY WALKER

By JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU
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Take a walk with a camera and journal. Stop when rest is needed. From your 
resting position take a photograph of what is in front of you. Write the 
steps you've taken to get to that point of rest. Draw a map of how you've 

gotten there.	

!



Living in the Loop 

Diedrich Diederichsen 

She’s leaving home, bye-bye 
—The Beatles 

 
I received the following email from the Oberhausen Short Film Festival yesterday: 
 
Between May 5–8, the lounge of the Oberhausen Short Film Festival will host the “Space for 
Projection,” presenting the second edition of the project loop pool, with video loops produced by 
international artists, VJs, and directors. DJs and musicians will compose a live soundtrack to the 
loop program in the festival lounge. 
 
But where I’ve just come from, a loop is something else entirely. 
 

Over the past few months, I’ve been living in the shrinking city of Saint Louis, Missouri, a city with 
a growing crime rate, despite its dwindling population. The city’s neglected ghettos are adjacent 
to the most luxurious mansions, reachable only by private roads. This is not some new type of 
gated community, but good old segregation—easily identified by grand art deco fences. In one 
area, in a unique show of the strength of gentrification, a restaurant owner has transformed three 
dilapidated blocks into a subculture shopping mile, including radical-Left-gender-theoretical-
political bookshops, various boutiques, two music stores selling second-hand vinyl and CDs, Thai 
restaurants, sports bars, and an art house cinema. He personally ran an oversized sports bar 
named Blueberry Hill, where an eighty-year-old Chuck Berry performed Maybellene, Johnny B. 
Goode, and Roll Over Beethovenonce a month. To cheer up the dishonored city there was also a 
Hollywood-Boulevard-like Walk of Fame, with stars embedded in its pavement bearing the names 
and birth years of local celebrities. Next to William S. Burroughs were Ike and Tina Turner, 
Tennessee Williams, and renowned individuals from the world of American sports. These three 
blocks of Delmar Avenue were known as the “Loop,” something I failed to understand until I 
discovered that behind the shops is a narrow street, an alleyway where one can turn around to 
cruise back down the boulevard again without ever exiting this circle of relative safety—to the 
ghettos or the gated mansion blocks. 
 
Downtown Chicago is also called “the Loop,” after the elevated tramlines that encircle it. And 
Berlin has the S-Bahn ring, dating back to even before the Wall divided the city. In the late 1950s, 
the young Tony Conrad practically lived in the Berlin ring-train in order to save money on rent. 
Shortly thereafter, he discovered Minimal music, but he’s not the only artist to learn from the loop 
in the last fifty years. Today, Bernhard Lang, with his complex simple composition-cycle Differenz 
und Wiederholung (Difference and Repetition) is the leading representative of the loop principle. 
The boom of so-called non-linear narrative in contemporary cinema (Tarantino, Gondry, 
Kaufman, González Iñárritu, Tykwer) began with the story of loops as prison houses of 



temporality, as in Groundhog Day. Gregory Whitehead’s “Walking The Circle” in volume three of 
documenta 12 magazine, elucidates his philosophico-therapeutic program of going in circles. 
The opposite of a circle, or of cruising, is getting ahead. When I was growing up, the idea of 
advancing had positive connotations for both escapism and conformism—the two mutually 
antagonistic perspectives on life marking the early Seventies. 
 

First, conformism: to get ahead in life was one of the major ambitions of post-war West Germans. 
There were two versions of this conformism; the first form concerned the family and the desire to 
give your children a better future than the one you once had. In the second version, this desire to 
get ahead was projected onto one’s own life. Getting ahead was the common denominator; it was 
in some sense ultimately about social climbing. There were so many stories about the first to 
attend university, the first to establish financial independence, and even the first to graduate from 
high school. The so-called Fordist compromise—the historic agreement between capital and 
labour also encompassed the promise of flexible social hierarchies. The ascent should be 
possible for anyone with a sense of discipline. This promise was initially taken at face value, and 
people enthusiastically believed in it. That the toil may not be worth the effort or that the social 
climb may be more difficult than expected was an experience yet to be had. 
 
Getting ahead presumes two different things—on the one hand, that one has yet to arrive at the 
top and that there still is room up there, and, on the other hand, that the road to the top is not only 
open but also scenic. When it comes to getting ahead, the collective imaginary of the period was 
largely marked by automobiles and the autobahn, by the free flow of free citizens, which explains 
why the most prevalent metaphor summarizing the recent despondency in German politics is 
“reform congestion” (Reformstau). 
 
Everyone wanted to move forward, and now the loop is the central formal modus operandi of 
cultural production, not only in Oberhausen, not only in the black boxes of various biennials, not 
only in the microstructures of music, or in the discursive and meta-discursive object. The loop is 
not the mere opposite of meaningful history, nor is it simply the eternal return. The latter implies a 
process that once it began, it would not return to its starting point, but unfortunately it does 
exactly that: returning to the beginning every time, like a bad infinity. The friends and enemies of 
a philosophy of history have long wrestled over this. But the loop knows no process, it has never 
promised to go anywhere. One can hop on board at any moment without missing anything and 
disembark before anything might be missed. The loop is a space in time—but more on this later. 
 

Now for the runaway variety of getting ahead. A recent edition of the Berlin Film Festival 
celebrated European cinema of the 1960s. Before the well-known features, shorts were shown, 
which included the earliest work of the Oberhausen generation of New German Cinema, whose 
filmmakers later became prominent directors in their own right. Interestingly, the Munich directors, 
such as Klaus Lemke, already wished to be glamorous and adventurous: film was supposed be 
larger than life and engage with gangsters and Acapulco. Whereas Hamburg directors, like 
Marquard Bohm, for example, already preferred the laconic charm of mitigated crankiness of the 
Poodle Club[i] sense of humor (e.g., Helmut Herbst and Marquard Bohm’s Na und [So What?], 
Federal Republic of Germany, 1966). There’s something uncanny and telluric about this 
unrelenting persistence of regional culture over all these decades far beyond any easy loops or 
meticulous sense of progress. 



Documentary films were also screened. Peter Fleischmann’s Herbst der Gammler(Autumn of the 
Penniless, FRG, 1967) features long-haired kids of the 1960s, temporary outcasts and non-
integrated adolescents whose chief occupation was simply travelling free of charge. Much like the 
juvenile wayfarers who appeared much later, having become socially acceptable, their objective 
was to travel as far as possible for as little as possible. All conversations hinged on the same 
questions: Where and in which of the European hotspots—Berlin, Paris, Rome, Ibiza—could one 
kip somewhere cheaply or free of charge? What are the cops like over there? What’s up with the 
parties? Some of the teenagers had run away, some from so-called broken homes. Others had 
apparently taken a break from their otherwise bourgeois lifestyles, developing proto-political yet 
non-verbalized ideas in opposition to the pressure to get ahead. Whenever they were expected to 
explain more explicitly where and how an alternative life might be found, how it might be 
organized, what its content might be, the journey itself would be emphasized: the idea of 
travelling without knowing where to, for how long, nor, most importantly, why. Only thereafter will 
we know why we wanted to know. The absence of a goal or reason guarantees the absence of 
instrumental thinking, which, in turn, is the precondition for the right trip. A couple of years later, 
Bernward Vesper would write Die Reise (The Journey), and after the posthumous appearance of 
this autobiographical novel in 1977, everyone attested to the ways in which it captured the well-
known “experience of a generation.” There are countless books, films, and songs everywhere in 
the world, simply called “The Trip”: Kim Fowley, Roger Corman, the Electric Flag.[ii] 
 
A few years earlier another documentary addressed the realities of professionally getting ahead: 
Ula Stöckl’s Haben Sie Abitur? (Did You Finish School?, FRG, 1965) focused mainly on one night 
school in Stuttgart where young workers could spend their evenings studying for the 
German Abitur examinations. These students, who had nine to five jobs, attended classes daily 
starting at six p.m. in order to prepare for said exams. Besides the daily hours in class, there was 
of course homework and reading. And forget the weekends! In light of this unrestrained zeal for 
getting ahead, leisure as leisure, for the sake of recuperation or what us Marxists call 
reproduction, was frowned upon, as laziness. You could at least make an effort to get 
somewhere. 
 

The candidates in question—almost exclusively men—each gave different reasons for engaging 
in such drudgery. By going through the university entrance exams and perhaps some subsequent 
training, some saw a chance for promotion from their current positions within their companies, 
which, in typical Fordist fashion, supported the further education of their employees. Other 
candidates had fulfilled certain conditions and were being rewarded for their diligence and 
dedication; others yet were simply responding to a moral imperative to education; and in one very 
interesting case, a man enrolled in the program all because of an ambitious wife. 
 
The film’s interviews with the wives and girlfriends provided a remarkable, disturbingly 
unappealing, and even somewhat twisted image. Almost all of these women made a rather 
worldly, realistic, and modern—one might say, emancipated—impression. Nearly all of them 
candidly professed expectations of their partners attaining additional qualification. But not only did 
they never question the division of roles, they actively defended it during their interviews, even 
though they obviously would have been very well equipped to play a role in their men’s world 
themselves, a world for which they were making such thorough and meticulous plans. They’d 
studied longer and were much better educated than their mothers, and, very often, than their 
partners—but there was no social model within which they would have been able to apply the 



knowledge and the attitudes they’d acquired in school and in training. Their vigor and their 
acquired cosmopolitanism were channeled into the careers of their partners. The study of art 
history and the charitable duties the upper middle classes reserved for their educated daughters 
were not available as compensation to these women for assuming a traditional female role. 
Instead of adopting a completely different—“female”—function, these daughters of the petite 
bourgeoisie, who often had the degree qualifying them to enroll in university programs or 
professional training, rolled up their shirtsleeves, and, thanks to their comparable skills, became 
active participants in their partners’ careers. Trained for a career but barred from a career path, 
they were proxies in the house of man—buddies of their own men more than anything else. 
 
One of these women, colder and more severe in tone than the rest, demanded that her fiancé 
bend over backwards. Her concerns were not about his professional career, but far more, as she 
put it, about his “intellectual level.” She’s given up on both a good education and career options 
on his account, and in return she wanted conversations about literature and other highbrow 
matters. Things were less than perfect in that department, a fact he confirmed with a bitter smirk. 
Unsuccessful couples do provide terrifyingly contoured insight into social reality. 
 
The woman had so successfully interiorized petit bourgeois values of culture and education that 
she thought already beyond the ideology of social advancement in that she had reached the 
bourgeois point of articulating intellectual abilities and deeper spiritual fulfillments as goals, which 
a prosperous life must offer. This example of marital fervor for social betterment is in fact 
historically precocious. She talks to her fiancé in 1960 like his future hippie daughter—possibly 
aged fourteen in 1975—might one day speak to him. The projection of the promise of 
professional progress or social advancement onto one’s partner is especially grotesque when 
concerning matters of intellectual development, which is normally seen as an individual pursuit. 
The classic, bourgeois ideal of a lifelong path of intellectual refinement is tied to the idea that the 
beneficiary of the said refinement and the one who seeks to attain it are the same person. 
Seldom is female oppression better described than by the woman who desires intellectual 
development and expects her husband to pursue it for her. This educationally disposed and, of 
course, intolerable wife of a man who works so hard and so speedily is a persistent topos of film 
history, especially of the 1970s. Aesthete wives dragging their husbands to the theater are 
displayed as culture-obsessed she-beasts with castrating furor, like the inspector’s wife in 
Hitchcock’sFrenzy forcing healthy British men to appreciate abstract painting and French cooking. 
 

Men attend night school, while their wives devise their professions. Children instead do not wish 
to move forward professionally but by means of travelling and in their own individual lives. 
In Donald has Secrets (Donald hat Geheimnisse is the German title of Carl Barks’s 1966 story 
originally titled The Beauty Business), drawn and written in the period we’re talking about, Daisy 
Duck, along with Huey, Dewey, and Louie, takes to spying on Donald because he’s always tied 
up in the evenings and rumor has it that he’s attending night school. Daisy hopes he’s studying 
interior design, like her friend’s boyfriend, and in one of her thought bubbles there appears a 
modernist estate à la Mon Oncle that includes a man with a rugged crewcut and thick-rimmed 
glasses. The children point to a passing sanitation truck, jolting Daisy out of her daydream, to 
make a callous remark, “Or he’s studying to be a garbage truck guy—these boys really make a 
lotta dough.” I’ll return to the surprise punch line, unveiling what Donald eventually becomes and 
why he kept his studies a secret, later. 



The note of dissatisfaction most often felt by those who—like myself–suffered through 
circumstances that were not exactly repressive, but rather, boring, is expressed in the phrase 
“Das bringt mich nicht weiter” (That doesn’t get me anywhere). To teachers, parents, and clerics 
who prodded us with matters that meant nothing to us, we replied: “It doesn’t get me anywhere.” 
Teenagers are proud of the individuation results they have already harvested. 
 
Any offer of getting ahead has to be measured against the state of development the teenage self 
has already achieved. This self knows two things: I am what I am to the extent that I have 
developed and moved on, as opposed to remaining the one I already was, the one the others 
validated as such. But also, unfortunately, only if I am validated can I take the necessary steps, 
and to do so I must somehow remain a recognizable, reliable type, both within the family and 
among my peers. A compromise is often found in the idea that one can move forward and go 
through radical experiences but accumulate these in a manner that allows one to become what 
one has always been and should always remain. At this point, support is usually provided by pop 
songs and books by Hermann Hesse. 
 
We accumulate experiences like capital on our journeys in order to examine how well we fared in 
the process; we take pictures of both ourselves and the scenario, and if we find any likeness or 
aesthetic suitability in them we put these pictures in the photo albums of our minds or stick them 
in our mental baggage, integrating these images into our repertoire of passive individuality. Later, 
as we proceed to study and specialize, we reach back to some of these passive life experiences 
and transform them into active Welthabe, into the active elements and gestures that constitute us. 
We move onward and forward, we get ahead. 
 

Even the trademark whine of the spoiled rotten—“Been there. Done that.”—bewails a lack of 
forward movement, but this particular form of narcissism comes historically later and is no longer 
interested in producing a deep and unmistakable self as the ultimate point of reference in a 
traditionally bourgeois sense of the term, a self by which the success of each experience must be 
measured in use value. What we see here is a consumerist ego that is always already complete, 
precisely because as a consumer it can see the use value of an experience only in the currency 
of its exchange value. It can sarcastically decree what are seemingly hard criteria for the quality 
of experiences: “I’ve been here already; This experience is no longer a rarified one and is, 
therefore, worthless; What’s in it for me?” The incommensurable I that appears in the world view 
of bourgeois idealism is no longer needed here. 
 
The fact that middle class growth and wanderlust was nothing new in the 1960s and 70s does not 
mean that each historical occurrence of this restlessness merely rehashes the spirit of certain 
classic novels of the bourgeoisie. Anton Reiser (Anton Traveler) andWilhelm Meister 
(Wilhelm Master), for example, whose very titles name both route and destination, and in doing 
so, the customary congruence of the two. At least the early bourgeoisie of the eighteenth century 
still had to confront the fact that its subjectivity was not the only possible one, as its 
representatives were surrounded by, in terms of systems theory, an “environment” of the 
bourgeoisie, actors and wayfarers, the weird and the subaltern on the one hand, and, on the 
other, landowners, aristocrats, and ladies of the nobility. They experienced their own class as 
something problematic and lacking; to decide against it was ultimately just as feasible as opting 
for it. This raised the stakes and value of a decision in favor of the bourgeoisie, legitimating it as a 
free choice. By the end of the novel, one knew what one was doing. And the reader knew it, too. 



The finest part of the journey is the moment of departure. Its official goal in the bourgeois tradition 
of self-development is to acquire an understanding of the need to become a citizen. This must 
unfold in a manner that appears to be free of any preordained sequence of experiences, even if in 
reality that sequence is of course highly didactic in nature. The moment preceding this forcibly-
freely acquired insight in the necessity of becoming a member the bourgeoisie is a moment 
beyond constraint, that moment of leaving home, often as a result of force. At the beginning of 
bourgeois subjectivity lies the farewell to bourgeois subjectivity. This implies that one has already 
acquired a bourgeois subjectivity before delightedly discarding it for the first time. There was 
never a moment of innocence preceding the insight or—more critically—the bourgeois 
conditioning. On the contrary, a mark of this conditioning is the propagation of an illusory initial 
innocence, during which the advantages and disadvantages of various ways of living are 
prudently weighed. 
 
The first traces of circularity emerge here: the loop already begins to twist and curve back on 
itself. Much later, the middle classes will take to looking at themselves and recognize this 
circularity as their fate, or as the sign of a life of failure. They will then ponder whether everyone is 
condemned to such a loop. After which—disappointed by the world and disillusioned by their own 
grandiose invention of the dialectic of departure and return—they will declare this circularity a law 
of nature and history and development an impossibility, as if the said laws of nature demanded 
that the entire world be condemned to a bourgeois way of thinking and living and to bearing its 
disappointments along with it. In the end, they will discover the loop to be a critical account of 
bourgeois individuation or—later on—to be a template for a different kind of life, and the loop will 
be affirmed as the conclusion of a concrete, definitive negation of bourgeois development as a 
career. This, too, was already beginning in the nineteenth century. 
 
Things that in due course can go very well (or at least tragically awry) in Goethe are already more 
difficult when it comes to Büchner. Instead of narrating a colourful departure from the world of the 
bourgeoisie in the first person, Büchner tells the story of another poet, roughly a century older 
than himself—Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz. Lenz belongs to the dramatists of the Sturm und 
Drang (literally “Storm and Urge”) school, an enthusiastically restive culture of restlessness. 
In Sturm und Drang, departure is a genre in itself. According to the mythology of this genre, 
however, the storm can never constitute anything other than a passing phase, and one must 
gradually overcome the respective urge (Drang)of a specific moment and move on. Thus, for 
example, years after Goetz von Berlichingen, Goethe could still write Iphigenie—the most 
urgeless and stormless work ever written in the German language. But Lenz never wrote anything 
else, and with the eventual clouding of his mind and disposition, he arguably became the first 
embodiment of the lunatic poet in the German-speaking world. A later and most prominent 
example thereof was Hölderlin—the one most important German-speaking precursor to all the 
cultures of upheaval and “getting ahead” of the global post-war underground. 
 
Büchner tried to write a novella about the poet Lenz himself, without referring to his work, a 
psycho-grammatic profile of a poet, who was a refugee and wanderer by profession, and of the 
paths he took. The text became a kind of anti-Goethe, perhaps because it remained a fragment. 
A paradigmatic story of non-advancement—first as a survey of a certain human condition and 
then as a sort of suggestion for something other than development, something other than 
becoming mature and socially competent, an infantile happiness of pure departure, of that which 
constitutes the movement of the schizophrenic in Anti-Oedipus: to get away, to get away, to get 
away. 



So Lenz gets away and takes off. But taking leave always implies a destination, a romantic one 
that is open-ended and unreachable. In the German Romantic tradition, the metaphor for this is 
the forest. (There was once a German translation of an American science fiction novel with the 
title Das Wort für Welt ist Wald or The Word for World is Forest.) So Lenz winds up in the woods. 
He strays. He comes across a small village and sees a girl. His moods change abruptly. 
Suddenly he is in a very happy and downright metaphysical mood, then in total despair, and, 
before long, physically broken. Just as I, despite my disenchantments in general and my 
disenchantment with the railway in particular, only need to be placed in a night train, no matter 
where it’s going nor how prosaic the journey might be, to be automatically overcome with a joyful 
sensation of agency and departure, that is what happens to Lenz when he enters the forest. 
Unfortunately, his journeys either lead him in circles or to villages he’s visited before, which 
repeatedly drive him to desperation. Lenz winds up with Father Oberlin, whose family takes care 
of him, and things become a little more discursive. There is talk of Lenz’s father. A nightmare. 
Only with brute force can one defend oneself against the repressive patriarch who drives young 
literary sons into the wilderness. He who does not wish to resort to such treatment must refuse 
maturity, cancel adulthood, and flee. The return, whether as homecoming or as regression, is 
impossible, leaving only one option: the loop. 
 
In the 1950s, Guy Debord summed up his agenda with the formula: “At night we go in circles to 
be consumed by fire.” The sane, if devastated, arrivals depicted in the classic novels offered a 
stark contrast to the fateful being-driven-across-the-world of their descendants. The latter 
discovered at some point that if they gave in to aimless drifting, they’d simply go in circles. The 
classics also moved in circles, but in large and dialectical ones, whereas the bohemians, the 
beatniks, and Debord’s drinking buddies turned pirouettes. Whoever wants to flee without 
destination lands in a loop. All you can hope to do is to beautifully follow its circles. 
 

Die Soldaten (The Soldiers), one of Lenz’s more pugnacious dramas, became the initial outline 
for one of the most aggressive and desperate operas of the post-war era, by Bernd Alois 
Zimmerman. Zimmerman became famous as the composer who coined the slightly mysterious 
and mystical formula of “the spherical shape of time” (Kugelgestalt der Zeit). According to this 
idea, deriving from philosophies of time and music, musical experience should be divorced from 
the mere experience of a moment in time. The latter renders the passing of an already performed 
section of a musical work irrelevant and its future indeterminate. Instead, past and future should 
be realized and experienced in the immediate presence of musical experience. This is a little 
different from the positions of Adorno and other modernists in the field of new music who, far from 
giving up on temporality, wanted relationships between all musical parameters to be addressed in 
terms of time. The opposition between lived and measured time was the secret undercurrent of all 
kind of aesthetic debates around 1960. Adorno did not wish to see this opposition (falsely) 
reconciled; Zimmerman, on the other hand, appears to have wanted some kind of resolution 
between the two perspectives. After all, he did lend this idea the rather interesting name of “the 
spherical shape of time.” 
 
Having liquidated contemporary art and its protagonists within their sphere of influence over 
several decades, the Germans had no right to speak when it came to artistic matters. Strangely, 
already in the 1950s, when they kept their mouth shut otherwise, this did not apply to music and 
its philosophy, and the philosophies of time that arose during this period thereby also functioned 



as hidden proposals for historical thinking. Could the shape of a sphere be a bashful formal 
proposal for the disposing of history? 
 
Escapes and loop: for Adorno, jazz was a loop. All he saw was a fugitive return to the fold of the 
main theme at the end of a solo. In Die Soldaten, Zimmerman deployed a jazz combo—not for 
the first time, but more emphatically and explicitly than before. The combo employs a walking 
bass. To counter Adorno’s description of the narrative cycle of jazz, its seemingly castrating 
pseudo-liberations, always ordering the renegade solo back into the main theme, the walking 
bass offers a nervous micro-loop, a repetition that lies not in the dismantling of narration, but in 
the pressing physis of the forward step. Jazz emphasizes the physical side of walking, going, 
leaving without a plan—beyond the successes or disappointments a plan can harbour. In 
Zimmerman’s opera, it is an “Andalusian woman” who dances to jazz. 
 
The loop is not a turning back but a circle, and the trajectory of Wilhelm Meister forms a tangent. 
His route is still associated with the point of departure, the paternal birthplace, while the loop has 
severed these ties. The price for this rupture is the indefinite postponement of arrival. Usually, 
noticing you’re going in circles implies that you are lost. But many find this quite pleasant. 
Canadian artist Rodney Graham made this beautifully clear when he built a reading apparatus for 
Lenz in the early 1980s. Graham noticed that the English and French translations of Lenz both 
feature an exact repetition, a twofold use of the phrases “into the forest” and “à la longue de la 
forêt” respectively. So he laid out the text between these two points in a manner that fills a 
particular number of pages and built a machine of sorts that is based on a lectern, thanks to 
which the reader of the novella, upon reaching the second “into the forest,” is taken back—not to 
the beginning of the story, but to the first “into the forest,” meaning that neither the beginning nor 
the ending of the book remain accessible. So this is not about a loop that leads back home, 
and/or into regression, but one that forever follows the same trajectories as a runaway or a 
fugitive schizo. Incidentally, Graham’s machine does not work in the German original; here, the 
two passages, which are rendered identical in translation, read: “Den Wald hinab” (down into the 
forest) and “Den Wald hinauf” (up into the forest). 
 
Does the introduction of a third dimension offer hidden clues? Can one run in circles and still 
experience many an unpredictable thing? After all, things can always go up or down. To go back 
to the two notions of progress in the 1960s and 70s, it was never about a straight path, a 
mathematical axis, projected out into the world from one single point, through one single 
dimension. All these trajectories lead not only away from somewhere, but also up and down. 
They tell the stories of reaching high peaks and following crooked paths. In terms of spiritual self-
realization, they are stories of perfection and refinement, ranging from cliff scaling to freefall. 
 

Let’s briefly return to Donald Duck, who was working on his social ascent at night school. To 
recap, Daisy had hoped he’d become an interior designer, while Huey, Dewey, and Louie scoffed 
that he was probably in training to be a trash collector. Instead, Donald becomes … a 
hairdresser. Daisy cannot suppress her—presumably homophobic—horror. Surely that is no 
profession for a man. She goes home, feeling “so very ashamed.” In the meantime, Donald is 
moving up in the world. Daisy’s girlfriends, of all people, eagerly flock to him, and his reputation 
as a hairdresser spreads among the ladies of the city, which now bestows yet another discomfort 
on Daisy. Jealousy. And in the end, Donald is faced with a very special kind of challenge. 
  



For the French rendition of Rodney Graham’s Lenz project[iii], his friend the famous Canadian 
artist Jeff Wall wrote an essay in which he linked the Lenz Loop to the usual historico-
philosophical concepts: Freud’s repetition compulsion, Nietzsche’s eternal return, and finally, 
above all, Hegel’s bad infinity. Naturally, these concepts all have a different relationship to the 
object and subject matter in question: that of moving round in circles, which is regarded either as 
an anthropological given, resisting the concept of history, or as an ominous psychological pattern, 
which can be reformed into a more successful form of subjectivity, or as a malfunctioning idea of 
history and development, which does remain appropriate in essence nonetheless. These 
concepts do concur with the fact that that the loop is, in any case, a negation of progress. But can 
we take this for granted? 
 
These days, faced with the difficult choice of either adapting one’s actions to the circumstances at 
hand and abandoning any leeway, or adopting a completely different, revolutionary, and utopian 
position that has no chance of success whatsoever, it’s quite common to invoke the notion of 
potentiality. One sings the high melody of bare possibility, of the not yet nameable and therefore 
as yet un-debatable, embryonic, latent, faraway events. From Bloch to Agamben, one can easily 
find the many respective philosophical figures and arguments in favor of all this. As a category of 
thought and action, potentiality guarantees the survival of absolute oppositionality. The pragmatic 
but ugly principle of always rallying to the rescue of whatever is second worst is suspended in the 
name of some superior third element. 
 
The cult of potentiality, however, is also an ally of the journey and the return-to-the-home. Classic 
utopian models play with the same dialectical thoughts of departure and return, just like the 
bourgeois Bildungsroman. One sees the clear resolution to go elsewhere, even the obligation to 
do so, to turn against oneself and one’s father. And after a while, between the antagonistic poles 
of father and home, the return begins, in the name of finding “the way to oneself.” If one wishes to 
acquire a timely and appropriate form of the old same, one must wish for something entirely 
different. It is during phases of congestion and roadblock, when alternatives and escapes are 
unavailable, that devotees of potentiality succeed in administrating these structures. The exercise 
demands that one fully convince oneself that, at the right moment, one will indeed immediately 
seize the other and potentially embark on a new journey. Still, the problem that the potential and 
future departures know no logic other than the classic leave-taking and inevitable homecoming 
may be far worse than the current state of congestion. 
 
Get Rid of Yourself, a film by the New York–based artist collective Bernadette Corporation, 
combines the altercations of Genoa in 2001 with some fashion shows in New York, and spends a 
long time wallowing in problems similar to those described in these pages, combined with a 
voiceover derisively scorning Attac network and its slogan “Another world is possible.” Its 
argument goes somehow like this: “Sure, maybe another world is possible, but actually I don’t 
want another world at all. I want the world we have and I want to ruin it.” In the context of the film, 
this desire is not meant to invoke ecological catastrophe or the ruining of the planet so much as 
the destruction of the capitalist order. There is no hint that this will unfold to the benefit of the 
implementation of another type of order, communism, for example, which one must first strive for, 
and for which one must accept a logic of the trajectory of development, of necessary sacrifices 
and intermediary stages. Rather, what we love the most in this world, or, better yet, what 
captivates us—the commodity—must be both revered and destroyed. The spell of commodities is 
acknowledged as a key element of today. One cannot escape it through disdainful contempt; one 



must surrender to it and thereby enable its destruction precisely by recognizing its seductive 
powers. Having clarified this, the film proceeds to show us the looting of expensive fashion items. 
 

Talking about the commodity, we refer here to the promise of immediacy and instant gratification 
and its denial of journey and sacrifice. It is often assumed that utopia is already hidden within the 
commodity as some misshapen dream, that some enchanted and transfixed better future already 
exists right here in the world, and not merely at the other end of a long journey or rainbow. What’s 
new in Bernadette Corporation’s approach is its refusal to respond by attacking our commodity-
producing society, its structures and laws, and its decision to attack the empirical, concrete 
commodities themselves instead. In its infantile and anti-developmental spirit of sheer willpower, 
it is about as magical—but perhaps also as interesting—as the 1967 attempt of poets and 
musicians like Allen Ginsberg and the Fugs who, in an effort to end the Vietnam war, tried to 
dispel the evil spirits and demons from the Pentagon with the help of shamanic rituals. 
 
This is an act also of non-departure, of staying put and moving in circles, preferable to the illusion 
of new beginnings, which is informed by the regular shopping spree, the circular activity par 
excellence: it is an eternal promise of a fresh start, which never claims to lead to a concrete 
utopia, but merely to recurring withdrawal symptoms following the consumption, something one 
already anticipates without fail. The ultimate moment of the commodity is the moment between 
purchase and consumption. The product has been bought, but not yet consumed—potentiality! 
Robert Crumb captured it in its entirety with a horde of identical, dull-eyed men streaming out of 
the subway, all of whom have the same thought bubble featuring the same stereotypical image of 
a naked female torso, all staring sadly at the ground. Only one of the men smiles (there’s a porn 
magazine tucked in his bag). High above in the upper edge of the comic book pages, a godlike 
alter ego of Crumb’s comes to comment: “Look at him, the poor thing! But he’s happy.” The use 
of the magazine will leave him depressed, a depression that will accompany him until he buys the 
next. But in that moment between the purchase and the expected disappointment he is happy. 
 
Does this structure necessarily bring forth only the false happiness of this poor wanker? Haven’t 
we come to know—not least through Minimalism and techno—that what we hear in a loop is 
never the same? Thanks to its supple and reliable consistency, our micro-changes suddenly 
become larger, and the world around the loop begins to grow. Time and again we see ourselves 
under the same conditions, looking slightly different every time. Again and again, Lenz runs into 
Father Oberlin, over and over he succumbs to a flash of insight and sees himself in a new light—
after which he screams and cries or is actually happy. As for those Situationists who ran in 
nighttime circles during the early 1950s, it was in this sense that they would have liked to turn 
back the clock on their own lives, and on history and progress, too. 
 
Commodity, circularity, craving. Are those who use drugs or commodities really turning in similar 
circles as Lenz? It is not the process of the loop’s repetition that is disappointing, for it always 
successfully leads back to a starting point. I experience the same thing at least twice. By virtue of 
being objectively the same, it’s an opportunity to observe the changes in my subjective 
experience, to experience change as a second order observer—a change that is not limited to 
linear progression. There are two sides to Daft Punk’s “One More Time!” and the happy “Again!” 
of both Teletubbies and Mainzelmännchen:[iv] one, to ask whether anything is still available, and 
to affirm that it is, and then, to enjoy becoming something different as a result of the fact that the 
environment remains stable, be it Lenz’s forest or the beat. 



 

Naturally, this amounts to an evasion or denial of the wrong kind of work and development, but 
also the good work on the world, the negation of the way things stand. One clings to the relative 
happiness of being oneself quite distinctly, but without becoming a patriarch. It is a seemingly 
utopian thought; to become limitless without having to overcome anything, a takeover without a 
show of force. Change the World Without Taking Power, the title of John Holloway’s book, 
articulates the paradoxical leftist underground sensation, or dream, of changing the world. This 
idea seems to be based on the feeling that the world changes when I myself change (without 
intervening in the world, that is, without working because that is always negating). The reason the 
loop became such a successful rhetorical trope in the effort to describe, narrate, and even 
organize experiences is that it harbors possibilities ranging from regression to self-reflection 
without ever becoming arbitrary: a conspicuous constellation that subsumes ever more (sub-) 
cultural territory, organizing very different things that would have otherwise been mere narrative. 
And no one really trusts narrative anymore. 
 
Diedrich Diederichsen writes essays on music, cinema, theatre, art and politics. He 
publishes mostly in German and is a professor for theory, practice and communication of 
contemporary art at the academy of fine arts, Vienna. Last book: “Psicodelia y ready-
made”, Buenos Aires 2011 
 
This text constitutes a shortened version of the first chapter of Diedrich 
Diederichsen’s Eigenblutdoping KiWi Publishing, Cologne, 2008. It was translated by Kari 
Rittenbach and co-edited by Fillip (hyperlink) and CCS students Orit Gat and Amy Zion. 
“Living in the Loop” can be found off-line in Fillip 14. 
 
This essay originally appeared without endnotes. The following notes are additions by the 
editors. 

 
[i] An iconic bar, club, gallery, and project space in Hamburg since the 1990s. 
 
[ii] Kim Fowley wrote and produced the 1966 song “The Trip.” Roger Corman directed the 1967 
film entitled The Trip starring Bruce Dern, Peter Fonda, and Susan Strasberg. The Electric Flag 
was a rock band formed in 1967 whose initial recording formed the soundtrack for Corman’s film. 
 
[iii] The title of Rodney Graham’s Lenz project is entitled LENZ and was made in 1985. 
 
[iv] Animated characters that introduce the commercial breaks on German TV. 
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SPACE 
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Build a sculpture out of your belongs and everything in the room you are cur-
rently in. Locate  the best area to give your new sculpture awesome light. 
Take a picture of your new sculpture. Making a drawing of your new sculpture 

where its entirety fits on the page. Do the same for a painting.	

!
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Sculpture in the Expanded Field 

ROSALIND KRAUSS 

Toward the center of the field there is a slight mound, a swelling in the earth, 
which is the only warning given for the presence of the work. Closer to it, the large 
square face of the pit can be seen, as can the ends of the ladder that is needed to 
descend into the excavation. The work itself is thus entirely below grade: half 
atrium, half tunnel, the boundary between outside and in, a delicate structure of 
wooden posts and beams. The work, Perzmeters, Pavilions, Decoys, 1978, by Mary 
Miss, is of course a sculpture or, more precisely, an earthwork. 

Over the last ten years rather surprising things have come to be called 
sculpture: narrow corridors with TV monitors at the ends; large photographs 
documenting country hikes; mirrors placed at strange angles in ordinary rooms; 
temporary lines cut into the floor of the desert. Nothing, it would seem, could 
possibly give to such a motley of effort the right to lay claim to whatever one 
might mean by the category of sculpture. Unless, that is, the category can be made 
to become almost infinitely malleable. 

The critical operations that have accompanied postwar American art have 
largely worked in the service of this manipulation. In the hands of this criticism 
categories like sculpture and painting have been kneaded and stretched and 
twisted in an extraordinary demonstration of rlasticity, a display of the way a 
cultural term can be extended to include just about anything. And though this 
pulling and stretching of a term such as sculpture is overtly performed in the 
name of vanguard aesthetics-the ideology of the new-its covert message is that 
of historicism. The new is made comfortable by being made familiar, since it is 
seen as having gradually evolved from the forms of the past. Historicism works on 
the new and different to diminish newness and mitigate difference. It makes a 
place for change in our experience by evoking the model of evolution, so that the 
man who now is can be accepted as being different from the child he once was, by 
simultaneously being seen-through the unseeable action of the telos-as the 
same. And we are comforted by this perception of sameness, this strategy for 
reducing anything foreign in either time or space, to what we already know and 
are. 



ill 



32 OCTOBER 

No sooner had minimal sculpture appeared on the horizon of the aesthetic 
experience of the 1960s, than criticism began to construct a paternity for this work, 
a set of constructivist fathers who could legitimize and thereby authenticate the 
strangeness of these objects. Plastic? inert geometries? factory production?-none 
of this was really strange, as the ghosts of Gabo and Tatlin and Lissitzky could be 
called in to testify. Never mind that the content of the one had nothing to do with, 
was in fact the exact opposite of, the content of the other. Never mind that Gabo's 
celluloid was the sign of lucidity and intellection, while Judd's plastic-tinged- 
with-dayglo spoke the hip patois of California. It did not matter that constructiv- 
ist forms were intended as visual proof of the immutable logic and coherence of 
universal geometries, while their seeming counterparts in minimalism were 
demonstrably contingent-denoting a universe held together not by Mind but by 
guy wires, or glue, or the accidents of gravity. The rage to historicize simply swept 
these differences aside. 

Richard Serra. 5:30. 1969. 
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Of course, with the passing of time these sweeping operations got a little 
harder to perform. As the 1960s began to lengthen into the 1970s and "sculpture" 
began to be piles of thread waste on the floor, or sawed redwood timbers rolled into 
the gallery, or tons of earth excavated from the desert, or stockades of logs 
surrounded by firepits, the word sculpture became harder to pronounce-but not 
really that much harder. The historian/critic simply performed a more extended 
sleight-of-hand and began to construct his genealogies out of the data of millenia 
rather than decades. Stonehenge, the Nazca lines, the Toltec ballcourts, Indian 
burial mounds-anything at all could be hauled into court to bear witness to this 
work's connection to history and thereby to legitimize its status as sculpture. Of 
course Stonehenge and the Toltec ballcourts were just exactly not  sculpture, and 
so their role as historicist precedent becomes somewhat suspect in this particular 
demonstration. But never mind. The trick can still be done by calling upon a 
variety of primitivizing work from the earlier part of the century-Brancusi's 
Endless C o l u m n  will do-to mediate between extreme past and present. 

But in doing all of this, the very term we had thought we were saving- 
sculpture-has begun to be somewhat obscured. We had thought to use a 
universal category to authenticate a group of particulars, but the category has now 
been forced to cover such a heterogeneity that it is, itself, in danger of collapsing. 
And so we stare at the pit in the earth and think we both do and don't know what 
sculpture is. 

Yet I would submit that we know very well what sculpture is. And one of the 
things we know is that it is a historically bounded category and not a universal 
one. As is true of any other convention, sculpture has its own internal logic, its 
own set of rules, which, though they can be applied to a variety of situations, are 
not themselves open to very much change. The logic of sculpture, it would seem, 
is inseparable from the logic of the monument. By virtue of this logic a sculpture 
is a commemorative representation. It sits in a particular place and speaks in a 
symbolical tongue about the meaning or use of that place. The equestrian statue 
of Marcus Aurelius is such a monument, set in the center of the Campidoglio to 
represent by its symbolical presence the relationship between ancient, Imperial 
Rome and the seat of government of modern, Renaissance Rome. Bernini's statue 
of the Conversion of Constantine, placed at the foot of the Vatican stairway 
connecting the Basilica of St. Peter to the heart of the papacy is another such 
monument, a marker at a particular place for a specific meaning/event. Because 
they thus function in relation to the logic of representation and marking, 
sculptures are normally figurative and vertical, their pedestals an important part 
of the structure since they mediate between actual site and representational sign. 
There is nothing very mysterious about this logic; understood and inhabited, it 
was the source of a tremendous production of sculpture during centuries of 
Western art. 

But the convention is not immutable and there came a time when the logic 
began to fail. Late in the nineteenth century we witnessed the fading of the logic of 



OCTOBER 

the monument. It happened rather gradually. But two cases come to mind, both 
bearing the marks of their own transitional status. Rodin's Gates of Hel l  and his 
statue of Balzac were both conceived as monuments. The first were commissioned 
in 1880 as the doors to a projected museum of decorative arts; the second was 
commissioned in 1891 as a memorial to literary genius to be set up at a specific site 
in Paris. The failure of these two works as monuments is signaled not only by the 
fact that multiple versions can be found in a variety of museums in various 
countries, while no version exists on the original sites-both commissions having 
eventually collapsed. Their failure is also encoded onto the very surfaces of these 
works: the doors having been gouged away and anti-structurally encrusted to the 
point where they bear their inoperative condition on their face; the Balzac 
executed with such a degree of subjectivity that not even Rodin believed (as letters 
by him attest) that the work would ever be accepted. 

With these two sculptural projects, I would say, one crosses the threshold of 
the logic of the monument, entering the space of what could be called its negative 
condition-a kind of sitelessness, or homelessness, an absolute loss of place. 
Which is to say one enters modernism, since it is the modernist period of 
sculptural production that operates in relation to this loss of site, producing the 
monument as abstraction, the monument as pure marker or base, functionally 
placeless and largely self-referential. 

It is these two characteristics of modernist sculpture that declare its status, 
and therefore its meaning and function, as essentially nomadic. Through its 
fetishization of the base, the sculpture reaches downward to absorb the pedestal 
into itself and away from actual place; and through the representation of its own 
materials or the process of its construction, the sculpture depicts its own auton- 
omy. Brancusi's art is an extraordinary instance of the way this happens. The base 
becomes, in a work like the Cock,  the morphological generator of the figurative 
part of the object; in the Caryatids and Endless C o l u m n ,  the sculpture is all base; 
while in A d a m  and Eve, the sculpture is in a reciprocal relation to its base. The 
base is thus defined as essentially transportable, the marker of the work's homeless- 
ness integrated into the very fiber of the sculpture. And Brancusi's interest in 
expressing parts of the body as fragments that tend toward radical abstractness 
also testifies to a loss of site, in this case the site of the rest of the body, the skeletal 
support that would give to one of the bronze or marble heads a home. 

In being the negative condition of the monument, modernist sculpture had a 
kind of idealist space to explore, a domain cut off from the project of temporal and 
spatial representation, a vein that was rich and new and could for a while be 
profitably mined. But it was a limited vein and, having been opened in the early 
part of the century, it began by about 1950 to be exhausted. It began, that is, to be 
experienced more and more as pure negativity. At this point modernist sculpture 
appeared as a kind of black hole in the space of consciousness, something whose 
positive content was increasingly difficult to define, something that was possible to 
locate only in terms of what it was not. "Sculpture is what you bump into when 



Auguste Rodin. Balzac. 1897. 

Constantin Brancusi. Beginning of the World. 
1924. 



Robert Morris. Green Gallery Installation. 1964. 
Untitled (Mirrored Boxes). 1965. 

you back up to see a painting," Barnett Newman said in the fifties. But it would 
probably be more accurate to say of the work that one found in the early sixties 
that sculpture had entered a categorical no-man's-land: it was what was on or in 
front of a building that was not the building, or what was in the landscape that 
was not the landscape. 

The purest examples that come to mind from the early 1960s are both by 
Robert Morris. One is the work exhibited in 1964 in the Green Gallery-quasi- 
architectural integers whose status as sculpture reduces almost completely to the 
simple determination that it is what is in the room that is not really the room; the 
other is the outdoor exhibition of the mirrored boxes-forms which are distinct 
from the setting only because, though visually continuous with grass and trees, 
they are not in fact part of the landscape. 

In this sense sculpture had entered the full condition of its inverse logic and 
had become pure negativity: the combination of exclusions. Sculpture, it could be 
said, had ceased being a positivity, and was now the category that resulted from 
the addition of the not-landscape to the not-architecture. Diagrammatically 
expressed, the limit of modernist sculpture, the addition of the neitherhor, looks 
like this: 

not-landscape not-architecture 

", / ,' 
'\ \. / ;' 

Now, if sculpture itself had become a kind of ontological absence, the 
combination of exclusions, the sum of the neitherhor, that does not mean that 
the terms themselves from which it was built-the not-landscape and the not- 
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architecture--did not have a certain interest. This is because these terms express a 
strict opposition between the built and the not-built, the cultural and the natural, 
between which the production of sculptural art appeared to be suspended. And 
what began to happen in the career of one sculptor after another, beginning at the 
end of the 1960s, is that attention began to focus on the outer limits of those terms 
of exclusion. For, if those terms are the expression of a logical opposition stated as 
a pair of negatives, they can be transformed by a simple inversion into the same 
polar opposites but expressed positively. That is, the not-architecture is, according 
to the logic of a certain kind of expansion, just another way of expressing the term 
landscape, and the not-landscape is, simply, architecture. The expansion to which 
I am referring is called a Klein group when employed mathematically and has 
various other designations, among them the Piaget group, when used by structu- 
ralists involved in mapping operations within the human sciences.* By means of 
this logical expansion a set of binaries is transformed into a quaternary field which 
both mirrors the original opposition and at the same time opens it. It becomes a 
logically expanded field which looks like this: 

* T h e  dimensions of this structure may be analyzed as follows: 1) there are two relationships of 
pure contradiction which are termed aves (and lurthvr cliffrrvxltiatrd ixlto the t o m p l e x  ax15 and the 
neuter  ax i s )  and are designated by the solid arrows (see diagram); 2)  there are two relationships of 
contradiction, expressed as involution, which are called ~ c h e m a s  and are designated by the double 
arrows; and 3 )  there are two relationships of implication which art. called deixesand are designated by 
the broken arrows. 

For a discussion of the Klein group, see Marc Barbut, "On the Meaning of the Word 'Structure' 
in Mathematics," in  Michael Lane, ed., Introduct ion t o  S t r~ tc t~ t ra l i sm ,  New York, Basic Books, 1970; 
for an application of the Piaget group, see A.- J. Greimas and F. Rastier, "The Interaction of Semiotic 
Constraints," Yale  French Studtes,  no. 41 (1968), 86-105. 
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Another way of saying this is that even though sculpture may be reduced to 
what is in the Klein group the neuter term of the not-landscape plus the not- 
archztecture, there is no reason not to imagine an opposite term-one that would 
be both landscape and architecture-which within this schema is called the 
complex. But to think the complex is to admit into the realm of art two terms that 
had formerly been prohibited from it: landscape and archztecture-terms that 
could function to define the sculptural (as they had begun to do in modernism) 
only in their negative or neuter condition. Because it was ideologically prohibited, 
the complex had remained excluded from what might be called the closure of post- 
Renaissance art. Our culture had not before been able to think the complex, 
although other cultures have thought this term with great ease. Labyrinths and 
mazes are both landscape and architecture; Japanese gardens are both land- 
landscape and architecture; the ritual playing fields and processionals of ancient 
civilizations were all in this sense the unquestioned occupants of the complex. 
Which is not to say that they were an early, or a degenerate, or a variant form of 
sculpture. They were part of a universe or cultural space in which sculpture was 
simply another part-not somehow, as our historicist minds would have it, the 
same. Their purpose and pleasure is exactly that they are opposite and different. 

The expanded field is thus generated by problematizing the set of opposi- 
tions between which the modernist category sculpture is suspended. And once this 
has happened, once one is able to think one's way into this expansion, there are- 
logically-three other categories that one can envision, all of them a condition of 
the field itself, and none of them assimilable to sculpture. Because as we can see, 
sculpture is no longer the privileged middle term between two things that it isn't. 
Sculpture is rather only one term on the periphery of a field in which there are 
other, differently structured possibilities. And one has thereby gained the "permis- 
sion" to think these other forms. So our diagram is filled in as follows: 

complex 

marked 

neuter 



Kobert Smithson. Spiral Jetty. 1969-70. (Photo Gianfranco Gorgoni.) 

Robert Morris. Observatory. 1970. 



Alice Aycock. Maze. 1972. 

Carl Andre. Cuts. 1967. 
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It seems fairly clear that this permission (or pressure) to think the expanded 
field was felt by a number of artists at about the same timr, roughly between the 
years 1968 and 1970. For, one after another Robert Morris, Robert Smithson, 
Michael Heizer, Richard Serra, \$'alter De Maria, Robert Irwin, Sol LeWitt, Bruce 
Nauman . . . had entered a situation the logical conditions of which can no  longer 
be described as modernist. In order to name this historical rupture and the 
structural transformation of the cultural field that characterizes it, one must have 
recourse to another term. T h r  onr  already in usr in other areas of criticism is 
postmodernism. There seems no  reason not to use it. 

But whatever term one uses, the evidence is already in. By 1970, with the 
Partially Buried Woodshed  at Kent State [Tniversity, in Ohio, Robert Smithson 
had begun to occupy the complex axis, which for ease of reference I am calling site 
construction. In 1971 with the obser\.atory he built in wood and sod in Holland, 
Robert Morris had joined him. Since that time, many other artists-Robert Irwin, 
Alice Aycock, John Mason, Michael Heizer, Mary Miss, Charles Simonds-have 
operated within this new set of possibilities. 

Similarly, the possible combination of landscape and not-landscape began to 
be explored in the late 1960s. The  term marked sites is used to identify work like 
Smithson's Spiral Jet ty  (1970) and Heizer's Double  Negative (1969), as it also 
describes some of the work in the seventies by Serra, Morris, Carl Andre, Dennis 
Oppenheim, Nancy Holt, George Trakis, and many others. But in addition to 
actual physical manipulations of sites, this term also refers to other forms of 
marking. These might operate through the application of impermanent marks- 
Heizer's Depressio.ns, Oppenheim's T i m e  Lines ,  or De Maria's :Mile L o n g  
Drawing,  for example-or through the use of photography. Smithson's :Mirror 
Displacements i n  the  Yuca tan  were probably the first widely known instances 
of this. but since then the work of Richard Long and Hamish Fulton has focused 
on the photographic experience of marking. Christo's R u n n i n g  Fence might be 
said to be an impermanent, photographic, and political instance of marking a site. 

The  first artists to explore the possibilities of architecture plus not-  
architecture were Robert Irwin, Sol LeWitt, Bruce Nauman, Richard Serra, and 
Christo. In every case of these azciomatic structures, there is some kind of 
intervention into the real spacr of architecture, sometimes through partial 
reconstruction, sometimes through drawing, or as in the recent works of Morris, 
through the use of mirrors. As was true of the category of the marked site, 
photography can be used for this purpose; I am thinking here of the \,idea 

corridors by Nauman. But ~ iha t rver  the medium employed, the possibility 
explored in this category is a process of mapping the axiomatic features of the 
architectural rxperience-thr abstract conditions of opmnrss  and closure-onto 
the reality of a gi\,en space. 

The  expanded field which characterizes this domain of postmodernism 
possesses two features that are already implicit in the above description. One of 
thrsr concerns thr practice of individual artists; the other has to do with the 
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question of medium. At both these points the bounded conditions of modernism 
have suffered a logically determined rupture. 

With regard to individual practice, it is easy to see that many of the artists in 
question have found themselves occupying, successively, different places within 
the expanded field. And though the experience of the field suggests that this 
continual relocation of one's energies is entirely logical, an art criticism still in the 
thrall of a modernist ethos has been largely suspicious of such movement, calling 
it eclectic. This suspicion of a career that moves continually and erratically 
beyond the domain of sculpture obviously derives from the modernist demand for 
the purity and separateness of the various mediums (and thus the necessary special- 
ization of a practitioner within a given medium). But what appears as eclectic 
from one point of view can be seen as rigorously logical from another. For, within 
the situation of postmodernism, practice is not defined in relation to a given 
medium-sculpture-but rather in relation to the logical operations on a set of 
cultural terms, for which any medium-photography, books, lines on walls, 
mirrors, or sculpture itself-might be used. 

Thus the field provides both for an expanded but finite set of related positions 
for a given artist to occupy and explore, and for an organization of work that is not 

Robert Smithson. First and Seventh Mirror 
Displacements, Yucatan. 1969. 
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dictated by the conditions of a particular medium. From the structure laid out 
above, it is obvious that the logic of the space of postmodernist practice is no 
longer organized around the definition of a given medium on the grounds of 
material, or, for that matter, the perception of material. It is organized instead 
through the universe of terms that are felt to be in opposition within a cultural 
situation. (The postmodernist space of painting would obviously involve a 
similar expansion around a different set of terms from the pair archi- 
tecture/ landscape-a set that would probably turn on the opposition unique- 
ness/reproducibility.) It follows, then, that within any one of the positions 
generated by the given logical space, many different mediums might be employed. 
It follows as well that any single artist might occupy, successively, any one of the 
positions. And it also seems the case that within the limited position of sculpture 
itself the organization and content of much of the strongest work will reflect the 
condition of the logical space. I am thinking here of the sculpture of Joel Shapiro, 
which, though it positions itself in the neuter term, is involved in the setting of 
images of architecture within relatively vast fields (landscapes) of space. (These 
considerations apply, obviously, to other work as well-Charles Simonds, for 
example, or Ann and Patrick Poirier.) 

Richard Long. Untitled. 1969. (Krefeld, Germany.) 
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I have been insisting that the expanded field of postmodernism occurs at a 
specific moment in the recent history of art. It is a historical event with a 
determinant structure. It seems to me extremely important to map that structure 
and that is what I have begun to do here. But clearly, since this is a matter of 
history, it is also important to explore a deeper set of questions which pertain to 
something more than mapping and involve instead the problem of explanation. 
These address the root cause-the conditions of possibility-that brought about 
the shift into postmodernism, as they also address the cultural determinants of the 
opposition through which a given field is structured. This is obviously a different 
approach to thinking about the history of form from that of historicist criticism's 
constructions of elaborate genealogical trees. It presupposes the acceptance of 
definitive ruptures and the possibility of looking at historical process from the 
point of view of logical structure. 

Joel Shapiro. Untitled (Cast Iron and Plaster Houses). 
1975. 
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SPACE 

8

Inside or out, locate a space. Walk ten feet - marking where each foot is 
placed on the ground. Go back to the beginning of the ten feet, create rub-

bings from where each foot was marked.	

!
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If an aircraft discloses itself on an instant network of time. the result is an
immobilization ofspace.This immobilization ofspace becomes more apparent
ifwe consider the high altitude satellite. The farther out an object goes in
space, the less it represents the old rational idea ofvisihle speed.The stream-
lines ofspaa’ are replaced by a crystalline structure of lime. An example of this
is the SECOR surveying satellite fabricated by the Cubic Corporation. This
45—pound object enables surveyors to tie together land masses separated by
more than 2000 miles of land or water, or roughly the distance between the
US. mainland and Hawaii. It increases the capability of the geodetic surveying
program.

This kind of”aerosurveying” derives from a more elementary type of land
surveying.The instrument that the surveyor uses on the ground level is a tele-
scope mounted on a tripod and fitted with cross hairs and a le\‘el.This enables
the surveyor to find the points of identical elevation, The surveyor locates the
boundaries of land tracts by measuring various sites within a network of lines
and angles. This he does with the aid ofthe “surv r's measure”:

Pine Flat Darn.Sacramento, California.This dam is seen as a functionless Will When ll Functions as a darn It will
cease being a work of art and become a“utI|Ity.' te-Selection" made by Robert Smithson)
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nautics, shipbuilding engineering science, medicine, electrical engineering,
and surveying. In KonradWachsmann’s book The Turning Point qf Building, we
learn something ofBell’s concern with “airborne structures" and how they re-
late to mass production. Bell designed kites based on tetragonal units, that on
an esthetic level resemble the satellites such as the SECOR.His units were

prefabricated, standardized and crystalline, not unlike Buckminster Fuller’s in—

Ventions. He also built a pyraii1id—shaped outdoor observation station that re-
minds one of the ar t of Robert Morris. (Unlike Bell,Morris would not want

to ‘‘live'’ in his art.) From inside his solid tetrahedron Bell surveyed his “flight”
pr0jects—the tetragonal lattice—kites. A grid connection was established by
him between ground and air through this crystalline system.The solid mir-
rored the lattice.The site was joined to the sky in a structural equation. Bell's
awareness of the physical properties oflanguage, by \vay of the telephone, kept
him from misunderstanding language and object relationships. Language was

transformed by Bell into Iiiiguisrit objects. In this way he avoided the rational

categories of art.The impact of “telephone language" on physical structure re-
mains to be studied. A visual language of modules seems to have emerged from
Bell’s investigations. Points, lines, areas, or volumes establish the syntax ofsites.

All language becomes an alphabet of sites, or it becomes what we will call

Damfoundation sire. somewhere inTexas Ifviewed as a "discrete sage“ it becomes an abstract work of art that
vanishes as it develops ("Site-Selection" made by Robert Smithson.)
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TERMINAL BUILDINGS
AIRLINES . . . . . _. . . . . . . Square Feet
American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,400
Branifl” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,300
Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,500
Continental . . . . . _. . . . . . . . 34,400
Delta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,700
Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,700
Mexieana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,400
Trans—Texas . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 17,700
Western . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,800
Total 329,900

The process behind the air terminal end-
lessly plans and replans its concessions, agencies,
and facilities from masses of information. Here
unit terminals are not conceived as trip termi-
nus points. Here no gate position has a unique
location.The distribution of car traflfic is main-
tained by a central axis of roadways that devel-
ops according to statistical probability. Extra
terminal space may crystallize 03 this central
linear axis Framing this central complex of ter-

minal units are the runways and t.L\*i\vays.

Width of Land Strip . . . . . . . . . . 500 ft.
Width of Runway (R/W) . . . . . . . 150 ft.
Width of Taxiway (T/W). . . . . . . . 75 ft.
Distance between R / W

Centerline and T/ W
Centerline . . . . _. . . . . . . . . 500 ft.

Distance between ParallelT/W’s . . .
Distance between Centerline T / W

and Aircraft Parking . . . . . . . . . 300 &.
Distance between Centerline and

Obstacle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 ft.
Distance between Centerline and

BuildingLine . . . . , . . . . . . . 750 ft.
Maximum Runway Effective Gradient
Maximum R/ W and T/ W

Longitudinal Grade . . . . . . . . . 1.00%
Maximum R / W and T / W

Transverse Grade. . . . . . . . . . . 1.50%

. 300 ft.

. 0.25%

srcoa Surveying Satellite. (Cubic CorporatIon,San Diego,California.)

nonsnr SHITHSON,PIunge, I966. Painted steel. I0 units.
square surfaces, WAto I9" (‘/1"

Increments).
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IOIERT MORR|S , model and cross-section for Project in Earth and Sod. I966. Plaster. I X 20 X 24'.

airstrip" as an “artificial landscape.” He speaks of an absence of“functi0n" and

“tradition.”
What is needed is an esthetic method that brings together anthropology

and linguistics in terms of“buildings." This would put an end to “art history"

assole criterion. Art at the present is confined by a dated notion, namely “art

asa criticism of earlier art." The myth of the Renaissance still conditions and

infects much criticism with a mushy humanistic content. Re-birth myths

should not be applied as “mean.ings" to art, Criticism exists as language and

nothing more. Usage precedes meaning. The “meanings” derived from the word

Renaissance, such as“truth,"“beauty," and “classic? are diseased words and out -

moded criteria. As one becomes aware of discrete usages. the syntax ofesthetic

communications discloses the relevant features of both “huilding" and “lan-

guage.” Both are the raw materials of communication and are based on chance

—not historical preconceptions‘ Linguistic sense-data, not rational categories,

are what we are investigating. Carl Andre has made it clear that without lin-

guistic awareness there is no physical awareness.

Tony Smith writes about “a dark pavement" that is “punctuated by stacks,

towers, fumes and colored lights.” (Artfomm,December 1966.)The key word is

“punctuated." In a sense, the “dark pavement" could be considered a “vast sen-

tence,” and the things perceived along it, “punctuation marks."“. . . tower . ”

=the exclamation mark (l).“. . . stacks . . ." = the dash (——)_ “. __fiimes _. ." =

the question mark (?).“. . . colored lights . . ." = the colon (:). Ofcourse,l form

these equations on the basis of sense-data and not rational-data. Punctuation

refers to interruptions in “printed matter.” It is used to emphasize and clarify

the meaning of specific segments of usage. Sentences like “skylines“ are made

ofseparate “things" that constitute a whole syntax.Tony Smith also refers to his

art as“interruption? in a “space—grid.”
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INTERIOR (WITHJANE)

The eagerness of objects to
be what we are afraid to do

cannot help but move us Is
this willingness to be a motive

in us what we reject? The
really stupid things, I mean

a can ofcoffee, 3 35¢ ear

ring, a handful ofhair, what

do these things do to us? We
come into the room, the windows

are empty, the sun is weak
and slippery on the ice And a

sob comes, simply because it is
coldest of the things we know

RENAISSANCE

Bang your tambourine! kiss
my ass, don’t mind if they

say it's vicious—-they don't
know what music should do to you.

Now,while the drums are

whacking away and your blond

eyes stammer like two kinds
of topaz knocking together,

we'll wear out all the instruments
they usually beg with—the

Sean Ward
Note
Frank O'Hara
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Make an object, take it on a walk and document the journey.
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SPACE 

7

Take a walk with a camera and smartphone. Find a space to place yourself in. 
Give a stranger your camera and ask for him/her to take a photograph of you 
in that space. Mark the location of the photo and space on your smartphone 

using an app. Share these photographs and locations.	

!
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THE SPIRAL JETTY (I972)

Red IS the most joyful and dreadful thing in the physical universe; ll IS the
fiercest note, it is the highest light. it is the place where the walls of this
world of ours wear the thinnest and something beyond burns through.

G.K.Chesterton

Myconcern with salt lakes began with my work in 1968 on the Mono Lake
Site—Nonsite in California.‘ Later I read a book called I/ariisliing 'I'rm'I5 (_1f/lIa-
mma by William Rudolph which described salt lakcs (salars) in Bolivia in all
stages ofdesiccation, and filled with micro bacteria that give the water surface
a red col0r.The pink flamingos that live around the salars match the color of
the water. In The U.\‘e[e55 La/id,]ohn Aarons and Claudio Vita—Finzi describe
Laguna Colorada:“The basalt (at the shores) is black, the Volcanos purple, and
their exposed interiors yellow and red. The beach is grey and the lake pink,
topped with the icing oficeberg—like masses of$:Ilts."3 Because of the remote~
ness of Bolivia and because Mono Lake lacked a reddish color,I decided to in-
vestigate the Great Salt Lake in Utah.

.-in:qfrhc E/Ix/irommml,edited by Gyotgy Kepes. I972

Tms znd the lollowung illustrations show the Spnuljeny, Great Salt Lake.Utah.April I970.Coil I500’ long and
npproxirnately I5’ wide. Black rock.salt crystals, earth, red water (algae).All photos are by Giznlmnco Gorgonn.





From NewYork City I called the Utah Park Development and spoke to Ted

Tuttle,who told me that water in the Great Salt Lake north of the Lucin Cut-

off,which cuts the lake in two,was the color of tomato soup.That was enough

ofa reason to go out there and have a look. Tuttle told my wife, Nancy Holt,

and myselfof some people who knew the lake. First we visited Bill Holt who

lived in Syracuse. He was instrumental in building a causeway that connected

Syracuse with Antelope Island in the southern part of the Great Salt Lake.Al—

though that site was interesting, the water lacked the red coloration I was

looking for, so we continued our search. Next we went to see john Silver on

Silver Sands Beach near Magna. His sons showed us the only boat that sailed

the lake. Due to the high salt content of the water it was impractical for ordi-

nary boats to use the lake, and no large boats at all could go beyond the Lucin

Cutoffon which the transcontinental railroad crossed the lake. At that point I

was still not sure what shape my work of art would take. I thought of making

an island with the help of boats and barges, but in the end I would let the site

determine what I would build.V/e visited Charles Stoddard, who supposedly

had the only barge on the north side of the cutoff. Stoddard,a well-driller, was

one of the last homesteaders in Utah. His attempt to develop Carrington Is-

land in 1932 ended in failure because he couldn’t find fresh water.“I’ve had the

lake," he said. Yet, while he was living on the island with his family he made

many valuable observations of the lake, He was kind enough to take us to Little

Valley on the east side of the Lucin Cutofi' to look for his barge—it had sunk.

The abandoned man-made harbors of LittleValley gave me my first view of

the wine-red water, but there were too many “Keep Out” signs around to

make that a practical site for anything, and we were told to “stay away"by two

angry ranchers. After fixing a gashed gas tank, we returned to Charles Stod-

dard’: house north of Syracuse on the edge of some salt marshes. He showed

us photographs he had taken of “icebergs,” 3 and Kit Carson’s cross carved on a

rock on Fremont Island.We then decided to leave and go to Rozel Point.

Driving west on Highway 83 late in the afternoon, we passed through

Corinne, then went on to Promontory. Just beyond the Golden Spike Monu-

ment, which commemorates the meeting of the rails of the first transcontinen-

tal railroad,we went down a dirt road in a wide valley. As we traveled, the val-

ley spread into an uncanny immensity unlike the other landscapes we had

seen. The roads on the map became a net of dashes, while in the far distance

the Salt Lake existed as an interrupted silver band. Hills took on the appear-

ance of melting solids, and glowed under amber light.We followed roads that

glided away into dead ends. Sandy slopes turned into viscous masses of percep-

tion. Slowly,we drew near to the lake,which resembled an impassive faint vio-

let sheet held captive in a stoney matrix, upon which the sun poured down its

crushing light.An expanse of salt flats bordered the lake,and caught in its sedi—

ments were countless bits of wreckage. Old piers were left high and dry. The

mere sight of the trapped fragments of junk and waste transported one into a

I45
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muds that broke up through the salt crust; nevertheless there were some mud
fissures that could not be avoided. One could only hope that tension would
hold the entire jetty together, and it did. A cameraman was sent by the Ace

Gallery in LosAngeles to film the process.
The scale of the Spiral jetty tends to fluctuate depending on where the

viewer happens to be. Size determines an object, but scale determines art. A
crack in the wall ifviewed in terms ofscale,not size, could be called the Grand

Canyon.A room could be made to take on the immensity of the solar system.
Scale depends on one’s capacity to be conscious of the actualities of percep-
tion.When one refuses to release scale from size, one is left with an object or

language that appears to be certain. For me scale operates by uncertainty. To be
in the scale of the Spiral Jetty is to be out of it. On eye level, the tail leads one

into an undifferentiated state of matter. Ones downward gaze pitches from
side to side, picking out random depositions of salt crystals on the inner and

outer edges, while the entire rnass echoes the irregular horizons. And each
cubic salt crystal echoes the Spiral Jetty in terms of the crystals molecular lat-
tice. Growth in a crystal advances around a dislocation point, in the manner of
a screw. The Spiral jetty could be considered one layer within the spiraling
crystal lattice,magnified trillions of times.

This description echoes and reflects Brancusi’s sketch ofjames Joyce as a

“spiral ear" because it suggests both a visual and an aural scale, in other words
it indicates a sense of scale that resonates in the eye and the eat at the same
time.Here is a reinforcement and prolongation of spirals that reverberates up
and down space and time. So it is that one ceases to consider art in terms ofan

“ob_ject." The fluctuating resonances reject “objective criticisni,” because that
would stifle the generative power of both Visual and auditory scale. Not to say
that one resorts to “subjective concepts," but rather that one apprehends what
is around one’s eyes and ears, no matter how unstable or fiigitive. One seizes
the spiral, and the spiral becomes a seizure.

After a point, measurable steps (“Scale skal n. it. or L; it. Srala; L smla usually
scalar pl., 1. a. originally a ladder; a flight of stairs; hence, b. a means ofascent”)5
descend from logic to the “surd state.” The rationality of a grid on a map sinks
into what it is supposed to define. Logical purity suddenly finds itselfin a bog,
and welcomes the unexpected event.The “curved" reality of sense perception
operates in and out of the “straight" abstractions of the mind. The flowing mass

ofrock and earth of the Spiral }etty could be trapped by a grid of segments,
but the segments would exist only in the m.ind or on paper. Of course, it is also

possible to translate the mental spiral into a three—dimensional succession of
measured lengths that would involve areas, volumes, masses, moments, pres-
sures, forces, stresses, and strains; but in the Spiral jetty the surd takes over and
leads one into a world that cannot be expressed by number or rationality.Am-
biguities are admitted rather than rejected, contradictions are increased rather
than decreased—the alogos undermines the logos. Purity is put in jeopardy. I
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But no, there wasVan Gogh with his easel on some sun—baked lagoon painting
ferns of the Carboniferous Period.Then the mirage faded into the burning

atmosphere.

From the center ofthe Spiraljelly

North —Mud, salt crystals, rocks,water

North by East —Mud, salt crystals, rocks,water

Northeast by North —Mud,salt crystals, rocks, water

Northeast by East —Mud, salt crystals, rocks, water

East by North —Mud, salt crystals, rocks,water

East —Mud, salt crystals, rocks, water

East by South —Mud,salt crystals, rocks, water

Southeast by East —Mud, salt crystals, rocks, water

Southeast by South —Mud,salt crystals, rocks, water

South by East —Mud, salt crystals, rocks, water

South A Mud, salt crystals, rocks,water

South byWest —Mud, salt crystals, rocks.water

Southwest by South —Mud,salt crystals, rocks, water

Southwest byWest —Mud, salt crystals, rocks, water

West by South —Mud.salt crystals, rocks, water

West —Mud, salt crystals, rocls, water

West by North —Mud, salt crystals, rocks,water

Northwest byWest —Mud.salt crystals, rocks, water

Northwest by North —Mud, salt crystals, rocks,water

North byWest ——Mud, salt crystals, rocks, water

The helicopter maneuvered the sun’s reflection through the Spiral jetty
until it reached the centers The water functioned as a vast thermal mirror.

From that position the flaming reflection suggested the ion source of a cyclo-
tron that extended into a spiral of collapsed matter.All sense of energy accel-

eration expired into a rippling stillness of reflected heat. A withering light
swallowed the rocky particles of the spiral, as the helicopter gained altitude.All
existence seemed tentative and stagnant. The sound of the helicopter motor

became a primal groan echoing into tenuous aerial views. Was I but a shadow

in a plastic bubble hovering in a place outside mind and body? Er in Utah ego. I

was slipping out of myselfagain, dissolving into a unicellular beginning, trying
to locate the nucleus at the end of the spiral. All that blood stirring makes one

aware of protoplasmic solutions, the essential matter between the formed and

the unformed, masses of cells consisting largely of water, proteins, lipoids, car-

bohydrates, and inorganic salts. Each drop that splashed onto the Spiral jetty

coagulated into a crystal. Undulating waters spread millions upon millions of

crystals over the basalt.
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turn ensued. How to get across the geography of Gondwanaland, the Austral

Sea, and Atlantis became a problem. Consciousness ofthe distant past absorbed

the time that went into the making of the movie. I needed a map that would

show the prehistoric world as coextensive with the world I existed in.

I found an oval map of such a double world. The continents of the Jurassic
Period merged with continents of today. A microlense fitted to the end of a

camera mounted on a heavy tripod would trace the course of “absent images"
in the blank spaces of the map. The camera panned from right to left. One is

liable to see things in maps that are not there. One must be careful of the hy-

pothetical monsters that lurk between the maps latitudes; they are designated
on the map as black circles (marine reptiles) and squares (land reptiles). In the

pan shot one doesn’t see the flesh—eaters walking through what today is called

Indochina. There is no indication of Pterodactyls flying over Bombay. And

where are the corals and sponges covering southern Germany? In the empti-

ness one sees no Stegosaurus. In the middle of the pan we see Europe com-

pletely under water, but not a trace of the Brontosaurus.What line or color

hides the Globigerina Ooze? I don't know. As the pan ends near Utah, on the

edge ofAtlantis, a cut takes place, and we find ourselves looking at a rectangu-

lar grid known as Location NK 12-7 on the border ofa map drawn by the

US. Geological Survey showing the northern part of the Great Salt Lake

without any reference to the Jurassic Period.

, , . the earth's history seems at times like a story recorded in a

book each a e ofwhich is to rn into small ieces. Man oftheP S P Y

pages and some of the pieces of each page are missing. . . .7

I wanted Nancy to shoot “the earth’s history" in one minute for the third

section of the movie. I wanted to treat the above quote as a “fact."We drove

out to the Great Notch Quarry in New jersey, where I found a quarry facing

about twenty feet high. I climbed to the top and threw handfuls of ripped—up

pages from books and magazines over the edge, while Nancy filmed it. Some

ripped pages fiom an Old Atlas blew across a dried out,cracked mud puddle.

According to all we know from fossil anatomy that beast was

comparatively harmless. Its only weapons were in teeth and claws.

I don’t know what those obscene looking paunches m e a n #

they don’t show in any fossil remains yet found. Nor do I know

whether red is their natural color, or whether it is due to faster

decay owing to all the oil having dripped down ofl them. So

much for its supposed identity.“

The movie recapitulates the scale of the Spiral jetty. Disparate elements as-

sume a coherence. Unlikely places and things were stuck between sections of

film that show a stretch of dirt road rushing to and from the actual site in

Utah.A road that goes forward and backward between things and places that
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7. Reflection Mirror
8. Edge Center

9, Some Place No Place

(physical) (abstract)
to. Many One

Range qfCom/ergeme

The range of convergence between Site and Nonsite consistsof a course of hazards, a

double path made up of signs, photographs, and maps that belong to both sides of
the dialectic at once. Both sides are present and absent at the same t1me.The land or

ground from the Site is placed in the art (Nonsite) rather than the art placed on the

ground. The Nonsite is a container within another container—the room.The plot
or yard outside is yet another container.Two-dimensional and three-dimensional

things trade places with each other in the range of convergence. Large scale becomes
small. Small scale becomes large. A point on a map expands to the size of the land
mass.A land mass contracts into a point. Is the Site a reflection of the Nonsite (niir-

ror), or is it the other my around? The rules of this network of signs are discovered

as you go along uncertain trails both mental and physical.
“No fish or reptile lives in it (Mono Lake), yet it swarms with millions of worms

which develop into flies.These test on the surface and cover everything on the imme-

diate shore.The number and quantity of those wonns and flies isabsolutely incredible.

They drift up in heaps along the shore."W.H. Brewer, The Whitney Survey, 1863.
London, 1960, p. 129,
"In spite ofthe concentrated saline quality ofthe water, ice is often formed on parts
ofthe Lake. Ofcourse, the lake brine does not freeze; it is far too salty for that.Wliat

actually happens is that during relatively calm weather. fresh water from the various

streams flowing into the lake ‘floats’ on top of the salt water, the two failing to mix.
Near mouths of rivers and creeks this ‘floating’ condition exists at all times during
calm weather. During the winter this fresh water often freezes before it mixes with
the brine. Hence. an ice sheet several inches thick has been known to extend from
Weber River to Fremont lsland,making it possible for coyotes to cross to the island
and molest sheep pastured there. At Limes this ice breaks loose and floats about the

lake in the form of ‘icebergs.’
"

(David E. Miller, Great Salt Lake Pam and Present,

Pamphlet of the Utah HistoryAtlas, Salt Lake City, 1949.)
Tbuniihip 8 North ofRange 7 I/Vest qf the Salt Lake Base and Meridian: Unsurveyed land
on the bed of the Great Salt Lake, if surveyed, would be described as follows:

Beginning at a point South 3000 feet andWest 800 feet from the Northeast Cor-
net of Section 8,Township 8 North, Range 7West; thence South 45° West 651 feet;
thence North 60° West 651 feet; thence North 45° East 651 feet; thence Southeast-

erly along the meander line 675 feet to the point of beginning. Containing 10.00

acres, more or less. (Special Use Lease Agreement No. 222;witness: Mr. Mark Crystal.)
Webstefi New M/orld Dictionary qftheAmerinm Language (College Edition),World Pub-

lishing Co., 1959. U.S.A.
A. S.Eddington, quoted on p. 2 32 in Number, Ihe Language ifSdence,Tobias Dantzig.
Doubleday Anchor Books, 1954.
Thomas H. Clark, Colin W. Stern, Gealogiral Evolution qf North America, NewYork,
Ronald Press C0,, n.d., p. 5. ,

John Tairie, The Greatest Adventure, Three Sderue Fiuion Novels,NewYork, Dover Pub-

lications, Inc., 1963, p. 239.



Zhuang Zi3}? (Master Zhuang)

Carefree Wandering

In the darkness of the Northern Ocean, there is a fish named Kun. Kun is so big that no
one knows how many thousands of tricents its body extends. After it metamorphoses
into a bird, its name becomes Peng. The Peng is so huge that no one knows how many
thousands of tricents its back stretches. Rousing itself to flight, its wings are like clouds

suspended in the sky. When the seas stir, the Peng prepares for its journey to the
Southern Ocean, the Lake of Heaven.

Inthe words of The Drolleries of Qi, a record of marvels, “On its journey to the Southern
Ocean, the Peng beats the water with its wings for 3000 tricents, then it rises up on a
whirlwind to a height of 90,000 tricents and travels on the jet streams of late summer.”

There galloping gusts and motes of dust are blown about by the breath of living organ-
isms. ls azure the true color of the sky? Or is the sky so distant that its farthest limits
can never be reached? When the Peng looks down at the sky from above, it must ap-
pear just the same as when we look up. . . .

Acicada and dovelet laughed at the Peng, saying, “Wings aflutter, we fly up until we
land in an elm or a dalbergia tree. Sometimes, when wedon't make it, wejust fall back
to the ground and that's that. What's the use of flying up 90,000 tricents to go south?”

Ifyou're going onan outing to the verdant suburbs you only need to take along three
meals and you'll still come back with a full stomach. ifyou're traveling 100 tricents, you
need to husk enough grain for an overnight stay. But ifyou're journeying 1000 tricents,
you've got to set aside three months worth of grain. What do these two creatures know?

Small knowledge is no match for great knowledge, nor is a short lifespan a match for

long one. How do we know this is so? The mushroom that sprouts in the morning and
dies in the evening doesn't know the difference between night and day. The locust
doesn't know the difference between spring and autumn. These are examples of short
life spans. In the southern part of the state of Chu, there is a tortoise called Dark Spirit
for whom spring and autumn each last 500 years. In high antiquity, there was a large
central tree for which spring and autumn each lasted 8000 years. These are examples
of long life spans. Nowadays progenitor Peng is famous for his more than 700 years of
longevity. Isn't it pathetic that people try to emulate him?

Aquestion put by Tang, the first emperor of the Shang dynasty, to his wise minister Ji is
similar. Tang asked, “Do up, down, and the four directions have a |imit?”

“Beyond their limitlessness there is another Iimit|essness,” said Ji. ‘‘In the barren north
there is a dark sea, the Lake of Heaven. In the sea there is a fish named Kun that is
several thousand tricents in breadth, but no one knows its length. There is also a bird
named Peng whose back is like Mount Tai and whose wings are like clouds suspended



in the sky. Itrises upon the twisting whirlwind to a height of 90,000 tricents, pierces the
clouds and then heads south on its journey to the distant Southern Ocean with the blue

sky touching its back.

“Amarsh sparrow laughs at Peng, saying, ‘Where does he think he is going? Ispring up
into the air and come back down after not much more than a few yards. Flitting about
amid the bushes and brambles, this is the ultimate in flying! So where does he think he
is going?’

“This shows the difference between the great and the small.”

Master Hui said to Master Zhuang, “The King of Wei presented me with the seeds of a
large gourd. I planted them and they grew to bear a fruit that could hold 5 bushels. I
filled the gourd with liquid, but its walls were not strong enough for meto pick it up. I

split the gourd into ladles, but the curvature was so slight they wouldn't hold anything.
Although the gourd was admittedly of huge capacity, I smashed it into bits because it
was useless."

“Sir,” said Master Zhuang, “lt's you who were obtuse about utilizing its bigness. There
was a man of Song who was good at making an ointment for chapped hands. For gen-
erations, the family occupation had been to wash silk floss. The stranger who heard
about the ointment offered him 100 pieces of gold for the formula. The man of Song
gathered his clan together and said to them, ‘We have been washing silk floss for gen-
erations and have earned no more than a few pieces of gold. Now we’ll make 100

pieces of gold in one morning it we sell the technique. Please let me give it to the

stranger.’After the stranger obtained the formula, he persuaded the king of Ngwa of its
usefulness. Viet embarked on hostilities against Ngwa, so the king of Ngwa appointed
the stranger to the command of his fleet. That winter, he fought a naval battle with the
forces of Viet and totally defeated them (because his sailors hands didn't get chapped).
The king set aside a portion of land and enfeoffed him there.

“The ability to prevent chapped hands was the same, but one person gained a fief with it
while the other couldn't even free itself from washing floss. This is because the uses to
which the ointment was put were different. Now you, sir, had a 5 bushel gourd. Why
didn't you think of tying it on your waist as a big buoy so that you could go floating on
the lakes and rivers instead of worrying that it couldn't hold anything because of its shal-
low curvature? This shows, sir, that you still have brambles for brains!"

translated by Victor Mair, Hawai’iReader in Traditional Chinese Culture, pp. 88-89
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The White 
Work



First Stop:

    I came waking from school and crossed many big streets. I walked about nine blocks and I felt extremely hot. The 
sun was directly hitting me and I am wearing a black sweater. Therefore, the sun was hitting my sweater and was 
making extremely hot. I also couldn't see when I was walking because the sun was very bright. I didn't have any 
sunglasses with me and it was hard for me to see the height of buildings and the structures.
    Right now I hear birds chirping from tress. There is all types of different chirps that I don't recognize. I also hear 
cars beeping and a race of cars speeding on the road. I hear trucks as the driver accelerates on the gas. I hear cars 
beeping excessively. I can hear people dragging their feet as they're walking on the sidewalk. 
    I see tall buildings and short building. I see only three black buildings that stand out. There are people riding their 
bikes. I see dry trees and birds on the trees. I see the birds flying from tree to tree. I see mothers walking with their 
baby on strollers. I don't see many clouds in the sky, just a couple scattered. There is a green bush in front of me that 
is full comparing to the trees that are dry. 
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Second Stop:
    
    I walked close to the expressway through a cracked sidewalk. The grass was dead and there were many rocks to 
step on. I crossed a path of dirt and passed through many dry trees. It felt like I walked for another nine minutes to 
get to a new location. There wasn't as much sun this time and there was less people walking the same route as me. 
    Now I hear seagulls. I still hear people dragging their feet. There is much more running going one in this location 
because the footsteps are faster. I hear a whole crowd of seagulls because I am close to the water. I hear people 
breathing hard as they walk and run past me. I can hear a plane in the sky and flags flapping each other with the 
strong wind.
    I see geese standing right in front of me. They are walking on the sidewalk and suddenly stopped to stand on the 
edge of the deck. The two are looking at the water and chirping. They dove into the water and I heard the splash of 
the water. I could see them swimming away right next to each other as if they are a couple. I see a lake and a far 
view of a ferris wheel. I see many decks that are split up as if they are parking spaces for boats. On the right of me I 
see the U.S. flag and the Illinois flag. 
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Third Stop:

    I walked about nine more minutes and didn't feel hot at all. I mostly walked in the shade this time. I walked on a 
deck until I reached the end of it. The sun was hitting me for about five minutes but then I reached a path of shade. I 
walked under a bridge with paintings on the left side of it as well as the right. Once I finished walking through the 
bridge there was a path of dirt and not many trees. 
    I hear workers working on construction and people talking. I hear metal being thrown or dropped on the floor. I 
hear someone talking from a cruise boat in the water. I hear someone in back of me talking to another individual. I 
hear cars speeding through the bridge. I hear the wind blowing and I can hear it in my ears. I hear a pounding an 
metal being hit as they are working on the construction.
    I see apartments and buildings in back of the apartments. I see a little body of water. I see a restaurant and two 
bridges, one is located on the left of me and the other on the right. I see seagulls flying in the sky right above the 
water. I see cars passing through the bridge one after another. I see the navy pier ferris wheel from a distance and a 
U.S. flag. I can see the reflection of the apartments in the water. I see a boat passing through the water full of people 
observing the same view as me. 

I hear and sea a boat with passengers passing by in the river.
I hear waves being made by the boat passing by.
I hear the life of th e city in the background.
I feel relaxed and serene.
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I hear seagulls.
I hear people jogging (feet hitting ground).
I hear a man walking past, talking on cell phone.
I hear geese.
I hear man walking dog (chains from dog chain ).
I hear a camera being used (snapping pictures) by a lady.
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I felt a little warm walking here probably because I have a jacket on and 
because of weather.
I hear a child walking and trying to talk.
I hear birds chirping.
I hear a women talking on her cell phone.
I hear other classmates whispering to eachother.
I hear a park district work cart driving by.
I hear an airplane flying overhead.
I hear 2 ladies conversating in background.
I hear traffic in the distance.
I hear slight wind blowing pass my earlobe.
I hear a students paper fall to the ground.
I hear a police siren.
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(Park) It’s a beautiful day, the sun is out and people are enjoying the weather. All I hear is birds 

don’t know what kind of birds but birds. Looking at the skyline makes me feel at peace, the sun 

is hitting the windows of the buildings. People are walking and talking in the park. The traffic 
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from Columbus drive is noisy. I feel relaxed and at peace, I feel like taking a nap on the grass. It 

is a good day to take a walk in the park.
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 (Lake) The sun is really hitting me and bothering me, I don’t like it as much because I 

feel that its making me darker. The mood is pleasant and chilling, should of brought my 

swimming trunks. Birds and seagulls are flying freely, chirping, and chit chatting or just making 

noise. People are jogging, walking, exercising but just want to im enjoying this moment by the 

lake. The water looks soothing. Knowing that it was going to be a nice day like this I should 

have brought my sunglasses. 

 (River) This scene is just satisfactory on one side you see the buildings by Michigan Ave 

on to the east of us there is the lake. The water looks cold but chilling, makes me one take a boat 

and sail. Lucky people who are in those tour boats. Looking at the apartments and hotels around 

me, makes me want to live there one day. I just could imagine myself living in one of those 

buildings one day. I feel really comfortable being by the river.
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We walked from the school. It was a long but short walk. We walked over long swaying 
bridge. I saw a few homeless people sleeping. Just found out we are in grant park. I 
heard lots of birds. I saw a few crows. The buildings are all lined up nicely. Behind me 
is the lake. It is very little shade but warm. A cool breeze is passing through. 

Next stop is the Lakefront. Boats! It’s only one big ship. OMG, seagulls. Loud and  
ignorant seagulls hanging out in the distance. Without the bird it’s a pretty peaceful 
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this way. I never been here before. Lots of folks with strollers. My pen is acting up. Not 
writing as smoothly. I see Navy pier. I feel like everyone should see this. Last Stop is 
the Chicago River. Not so spectacular. I wanna get on a boat. 

I’m in a park enjoying the sounds of nature colliding with the sounds of 
the city.  I’m walking around taking in all the views that nature has to 
offer.  I see all of the tall buildings and the small bugs.  My skin feels a 
relief as the trees provide shade from the sun’s rays.  As I walk along 
this trail through the park I am hidden from view of the city by the tall 
trees.  The trail leads me to the lake where I hear the sounds of the 
waves crashing and can feel the sun’s warmth.  I see the birds flying 
around and people jogging alongside the lake.  I also take notice to the 
fluffy white clouds floating in a sea of blue sky.  I start to walk under a 
bridge and notice the change in the temperature.  I feel the moisture in 
the air and from the ground.  The moisture also starts to create bugs all 
around us.  Behind me I can see there is a construction site and notice 
that the city is transitioning again.  In front of me I see how the river 
divides the downtown area.  As boats pass by I see the people aboard 
taking pictures and viewing the city life from the water.  Across the river 
I notice how the apartment buildings and dining areas are separated by 
the river and highlighted by the sun. 
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Millennium Park 
From a long walk thorough, State 

Street down Michigan Avenue, and 
into Millennium Park.  Crossing 
the bridge settling down a park 

through this experience I heard the 
sound of people talking traffic in 

the streets. The sound of the trains 
along with the sound of nature, 

spring is days away and the birds 
are chirping. The weird blowing 
from each direction; the breeze 

cools you down from the hot sun. 
Today was a nice day the weather 

couldn’t get any better and the 
walk was well needed to calm my 
anxiety. The walk gave me a good 

sweat I haven’t walked that long in a while.  This walk was amazing and the view of the 
blooming trees and flowers. As of now I see lots of green the grass is slowly growing.  Everyone 

is out skateboarding, roller blading, running, and walking their dogs.

Lake Front

Now, from the millennium park, down this 
bridge heading, and toward the lake front; 
Tons of birds’ chirping wind blowing sun so 
bright out.  I’m sitting in the grass looking 
towards the lake.  There’s a big yacht names 
“Columbia Yacht Club” right in front of us.  
Sun is shining by the water.  Near geese 
right now they are standing right beside me.  
That was the closes I’ve been to geese which 
is pretty sweat.  I also enjoyed this view I 
think I like it the most. Sitting in the grass by 
the lake front looks amazing, and it feels 
great.
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Chicago River
After a long walk from school to through the 

millennium park and the lake front we finally arrive 
to the Chicago River.  On our way here we went 

under a bridge and walked our way to river.  I see 
tourist boats, condominium buildings, and tons of 
business.  There are also a lot of construction sites 
going on. The environment feeling is much more 
stressful, there’s so much going on. The nature is 

there but not felt, I enjoyed the walk view is nice but 
the vibe is just too tourist for me. While on the other 
side you can still see the lake. There’s a bridge that 
connects to the upper and lower lake shore drive. I 

think I enjoyed this view of the Chicago River better

 The way I got here was by walking with my class. We walked from Harold Washington 
College to Grant Park. We crossed a couple of streets and encountered some people walking. We 
went over a bridge that got us over to the park. The noises I heard while writing this were birds, 
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cars, people talking, music playing from peoples cars. I also heard wind and at the moment I feel 
relaxed and calm. 

                                       

The way I got here was by walking. I hear waves as well as birds chirping. I see water a 
big boat towards the right and water that keeps moving around. I see buildings, ducks, and the 
aquarium. There is a lot of sun beaming down and there are people along the side just looking at 
the water pass from side to side. I feel very peaceful, relaxed, hot and happy that I’m outside and 
not inside class... 

                                 

The way I got here was by walking down the shore line. We passed a lot of buildings, 
grass, as well as people doing exercise. There was a lot of people talking, running, and riding 
bikes. I currently see water and a bridge that’s leading cars to a street. The water is moving 
towards the right. There is also a big fountain in front of me. I feel hot, relaxed, and not so happy  
about going to my next class. 
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Art appreciation field trip around Millennium Park was tiring. The weather is hot and humid. The 

sun beaming against your skin but with a refreshing breeze that cools you off. We walked from 

Harold to the garden and across the bridge. I sit in silence with a view of a naked tree and the 

Chicago skyline and a background of chirping birds, moms with strollers, footsteps of people 

passing by, the whisper of the wind and on going traffic.

 The walk to the boat was a lot shorter. It felt more refreshing as we got closer to the lake. 

We crossed the street to get here. I sit on the steps and  I hear people conversing, seagulls and 

geese, people jogging, bicyclists, passing strollers.
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 The last trip we walked along the lake. This walk I would say felt the most relaxed and 

refreshed. As I walk I hear construction working, the waves of the boat passing through, and the 

tour guides voice. A view of the bridge and buildings. 

What I Saw From
Millennium Park To River Point

From the school we walked east to Michigan Ave. to the Millennium Park.  Everyone was 

suppose to be silent through this journey, but that didn't happen.  We walked east toward and the 

concert area and took a picture of some buildings on Michigan Ave..  Then we continue walking 

east on the bridge to Grant Park.  We stopped to write down for 15 minutes to write down what 
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we see, hear, and take a picture of what's in front of us; I hear birds, cars, the wind, airplanes, 

people talking, and a cart cutting the grass; People walking, riding bicycles, walking dogs, kids 

playing, police riding pass, And some people just sitting on the bench; I took a picture of the 

Standard building, two building next to it, and some of my class mates.  After the15 minutes, we 

started walking east toward the boat harbor.  I was so excited I shouted to my professor “ That's 

the building I use to live in!”, shame on me for talking!  Once we approached the harbor, our 

professor asked us to take another15 minutes and write down what we hear and see; I hear and 

see a Geese quaking and the wind; I see people jogging, bicycling,and walking their dog, a huge 

boat, called ABEGWEIT, The navy Pier, The harbor Dock, tall buildings, and lake Shore Drive.  

Then we started walking north and stopped near the North Point Tower building.  The professor 

said “This building is the only building built on a land field, which is where garbage use to be 

dumped.”, so I believe he said it's not considered Land?  Finally, we walked west to the river, 

which is where the River Point is, also.  We stopped there to writes down the usual;  I saw the 

River Point homes and condos, The Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun Times, the Michigan bridge, 

The Trump Tower, the Chicago River, The Marine Towers, and a tour boat riding through; I hear 

loud construction,  busy traffic, and people talking.  It was getting late so we started back toward 

school. 
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A walk to Millennium Park

Part 1

Before taking the walk i wasn’t really up to it. Sometimes it a little while 
for me to warm up to something. The class left the school and began the 
walk first heading east on Lake street and then south on Michigan Street 
to the entrance of the park. The walk to the park went well. As i walked 
down the street i began to feel more motivated and interested in the 
assignment. We walked through the park and the temperature felt hot 
and unusually humid for this season. I discovered
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a semi-shaded area on a walk way and sat on a bench to take notes and 
photos for the class project. One of the photos i took is of the Prudential 
Building ( shown below ).

Part 3

The last phase of this assignment ends at the northern
end of Millennium Park across from the Navy pier. There was no
place to sit and take notes in this location and my motivation
and interest in the assignment had begun to diminish. The area
was a very much shaded one and the temperature was much cooler and 
less humid. I took take a photo of the Navy pier (shown right).

The class and i wrapped up and then headed back to the school. Overall, 
the walk went well.

Part 2

The next phase of the walking assignment was to the Columbia Yacht 
Harbor. This walk was much quieter than the first one. I found a spot to 
take notes and photos in a sunny area; there were no shaded areas in this 
location. I sat in the grass across from the boat dock. I still felt motivated 
and interested in the assignment and at this point i began to enjoy the 
outing.
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Stop 1 – Millennium Park
The walk here was hot and fast-paced. The scenery of the downtown area is incredible 
(the bugs, not so much).  But when I finally got a chance to sit down, I looked up and 
this is what I saw.

It’s a beautiful day, the wind blowing in my hair, the bugs landing on my paper (ewww)
…I hate bugs. The trees right in front of me are nearly bare, but their tops are starting 
to bloom, introducing the spring to Chicago a bit early. I guess it missed us.

Sante Fe, Borg Warner, Sears Tower…I’m trying to see all the buildings I can name that 
are right in front of me…Prudential, CNA, Blue Shield, Trump Tower.
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Stop 2 – The Lake
The breeze is even better here.

Stop 3 – Along the River
There are just Condos here. I bet those condos cost a couple hundred thousand or 
more just because of the view. The colors of the buildings are nearly the same. 

When I took this picture the temperature was much cooler by the water. Seagulls 
are above my head swarming as if I have something for them to eat. I can see 
people running, rollerblading, walking and talking all around me. To my left there 
is a cloud shaped like a crocodile. As the wind blows I start to shiver because it's 
getting cooler outside.
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I went to the Montrose beach to do the paper that was assigned in Art. There I heard 
dogs barking; high and low pitches. I heard women talking and yelling commands at 
their dogs. I heard Asian women talking in Chinese.  The waves were coming to the 
beach very softly yet still made their presence known. I heard laughing from women, 
children, and men. You could hear the dog tags jingling; from shaking the water off 
and the dogs running. A harsh cough came to my left about 10 o’clock (direction).You 
could hear the seagulls above making their sounds. A lady said that she wanted the 
weather to be gloomier.  A random helicopter flew overhead. You could hear the bells 
of the paletero man trying to make a sale with his ice cream push cart. A scream came 
from a child behind me.  Then two men were speaking Arabic. A 767 flew overhead 
and through the clouds. People and dogs were running in the lake. Dogs were chasing 
a tennis ball. Two people were playing what seemed to be a mixture of badminton and 
ping pong. A son was playing with his father behind me. To my front a woman was 
getting dragged by her dog. A brown dog near her was running and barking. There 
was an older couple that was walking together down the beach. There were a group of 
adults playing Frisbee and did not have a dog. Saw several dogs getting acquainted 
with each other the way that they do. A group of Asian girls who were taking photos 
began waving at me as I sat there by myself just writing and looking at people. There 
was a very nice looking jogger and another girl who had a big butt and was wearing 
shorts; sorry I am a guy. Finally the sun was setting and just as the horizon that the 
sun first began its day there was a lonesome red ball drifting away forgotten and being 
taken by the soon to be night.
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1

lesson|SPACE 

Teach yourself Art at a Master's level without the Master.!
!
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